My Walden

For this assignment, you are going to need a quiet, secluded place outdoors, patience, and time, so you are going to have to carve out some time to accomplish this successfully.

You are going to begin by constructing a book.  It should be an authentic, homemade journal.  It doesn’t matter if the pages inside, for your writing, are lined or unlined.  That is entirely up to you. 

Once you have your book, the real assignment begins.  You will find your place of tranquility, and you will visit it at least three times a week for 15-30 minutes if possible.  While you are there, you should contemplate your surroundings and yourself.  Don’t become trapped in “Dear Diary” type entries; this isn’t a book in which you bemoan your lot in life; instead it is a discovery process where, hopefully, you will begin to put some areas of your life into a new context.  You should focus on your thoughts, ideas, feelings, observations, connections to the world and others.  You may put sketches in your book if you like, and probably should sketch what your spot looks like.

Some additional entries will concern activities away from your spot.  For example, you and some of your friends who also have to do this book might have a picnic at a nearby park with a lunch that you make (not Sonic or Jack).  No electronic devices allowed.  If you want music, sing or bring a guitar.  Put together a baseball, soccer, Frisbee game at the park.  Teach yourself to do a cartwheel.  The activity doesn’t really matter as long as you are outside, with friends, and no one is on the cell phone or listening to an iPod.  You might discover the art of conversation.  Of course be careful that you aren’t trespassing or picnicking on a fire ant mound (not all of nature is friendly).   Also, when you return from one of these activities (or while you are there), remember to record your experience in your book.

Due dates:

On these dates, you will bring the work in progress.  

First Five Entries: March 29 (A) and 30 (B)

Second Five Entries: April 12 (A) and 13 (B)

Third Five Entries: April 27 (A) and 28 (B)

Completed Journal: May 11 (A) and 12 (B)

Be sure to consider/include the following:
· Minimum of 15 original, well-developed, thoughtful entries
· Minimum of 5 entries in which you pull a powerful quotation from the Romantic readings we have read and analyze, react, and illustrate these quotations

· Twenty entries total – 15 plus 5 

· Creative, handmade journal

· Images, sketches, doodles, etc.

· Original ideas, thoughts, feelings, contemplations, poetry, etc.
· Honesty, time, effort
