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Flore%le Kelley (1859-1932) was-a United States ﬁpcuﬂ Worker and reformer Wjjp (fpught successfully for child labor .
g laws and improved conditions for working women. She délivered the fo]lowmg spee%’jx before the convention of the ﬂl'
; :‘; " o National American Woman Suffrage Association in Philadelphia on July 22,1905 -Riead the speech carefully. Then
L .:‘.’*i & wrile an essay in which you analyze the Theforical strategies Kelley uses to convey her message about child labor to
¢ 4 her andience. Suppqrt your analy31s Wlth spec1ﬁo references to the text. *
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We hﬁve in this country/ two mllhon chﬂdren [children] to stop work at six in the evening and at | s
. hoonon Friday. Now, therefore, in New Jersey, boys% _ ‘,%,‘-g'iﬁj,‘.‘é-’ A
¢ ( i s and girls, after their 14th birthday, enjoy the-pitiful- ﬁ“} {&U‘
L NN = pnvﬂege of workmg all night Tong. ™ : N
5 ten years (in the coal~breakers of Pennsylvama) o \r\);’\%ﬁ' * .In-Pennsylvania, untl TistMay it was lawiul for
fourteen, fifteen and sixteen years in more e children, 13 years of age, to work'tv twelve hours at -
\kenhghtened states. | “on LN Ve ﬁ night, A little girl, on her thirteenth bitthday, could
No other portion of the wage earning class / start away from her home at half past five in the 4
-~  increased so rapidly from decade to decade as the =~ 50 afternoon, carrying her pail of midnight luncheon as
é\ 16 young girls from fourteen fo twenty years, Men happier people carry their midday luncheon, and
’f*&‘ increase, women increase, youth ingcrease, boys could work in the mill from six at night until six in
ey ‘*{j increase in the ranks of thqbreadw1nners but no : the morning, without violating any law of the
). contingent so doubles from census 15 petiod to census = = Commonwealth. R 4
5 /@} peuod%@cffﬁ by} _Rercent and by count of heads), as =2 s5, ~—TF s Thothers and the teachers-in-Geergi AV
AR R }
_ {35 does the contingent of girls between twelve and 7 . vote, would the Georgia _Loglslature have refused at X S
‘{“J o ;f }WEEItY years of age. They are in commerce, in 1 offices, overy session for the last three Vears to stop the work )
" ﬁa /in manufacturmg in the mills of children under twelve years of agqcla
(A / Tonight while we squp;Several thousand httle glrls Would the New Jersey Legislature have passed that
/ will be working in textile mills, a1l the night through;” &~ shameful'repeal bill enabling girls of fourteen years to
29, in the deafening noise of the spindles and-the-looms “work all night, if the mothers in New Jersey were f"‘w%',.
) ,\'}\._g:\%/ - “spinning and weavmg cotton and wool, silks and Al by enfr.’:mchlseqF Until the mothers in the great industrial
W ribbons forus io buy. A s e et Juehs Ui i+ stafes are-eniranchised, we shall none of us be able {o
o In Alabama the law provides that a child under * ““i"“p free our consciences from participation in this great -
+- sixteen years of ageé shall not work in a cotton mill at jﬁ ' fﬁg_‘ evil. No one m this rooim toRighit can fee free from
w., 25 nightlonger than eight hours, and Alabama does . t,.;\if} “*I" "such participation. The children maké our shoes in the
k} better in this respect than any other southern state, * ™ . shoe factories; they knit our stockmgsf our knifted N
% North and South Carolina and Georgia place no ’ underwear in the knitting facfories. They spin and v
Si..y  restriction upon the work of children at night; and weave our cotton underwear in the cotton mills. A
8% j leule WE. Sleop J:ltﬂe white grrls will be workmg : . 70 Children braid straw for our hats, they spin and weave -
b 30 fonight in the mills in those states, working r;\“‘ o 1 thesilk and velvet wherewith we trim our hats. They i
4 %7 eleven hours at night. YNy stamp buckles and metal omaments of all kinds, as
< ot In Georgia there is no restriction whatevefd}A girl f}{i\jf’” well as pins and hat-pins. Under the sweating system,
f::> &3) of six or seven years, just tall enough to reach the 27 tiny children make artificial flowers and neckwear for
St

wes &7y bobbins, may work eléven hours by day or by mght 7 75 usto buy They carry bundles of garments from the
¢ 35 And they will do so tonight, ﬁrle we sleep. -
~~Nor is it only in the South "Eh‘a't“"hese“fﬁmgs oceutr.
Alabama does better than New J ersey, For Alabama
Tirnits the children’s work at night to eight hours,
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ro bed of school life thgt they may worlq"for us;
e do not wish this. We gp/rjofer to have oiiFr Work

?
% dohe-byTmhen ai AR WomED.
while New Jersey permits.it-all night long Last year /- 80 {powerless. Not wholly powerless however, are

| New J Jersey took a long backward step. A good law E "giiizens who en]oyviginght of potmon For myself, I

ut e are aliost..
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shall use thls power in every pDSSLble way nntil the .

“What can we do to free our consc1ence§ZThere
is one line of action by w}uch we can do much.

this country ever fails o Iespond o ati appeal Tor help
in the {freeing of the childrei. ’

For the sake of the ¢hildren, for the Republic in
which these children will vote after we are dead, and
for the sake of our cause, we should enhst the .

workingmen voters, with us, in this task o freemgj,he
—¢hildren from 't toﬂ} ---------
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